to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and
discourse; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to
be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be
chewed and digested : that is, some books are to be read
only in parts ; others to be read but not curiously; and
some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and atten-
tion. Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts
made of them by others : but that would be only in the
less important arguments, and the meaner sort of books :
else distilled books are like common distilled waters,
flashy things. Reading maketh a full man; conference a
ready man; and writing an exact man. And therefore, if a
man write little, he had need have a great memory; if he
confer little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read
little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know
that he doth not. Histories make men wise; poets witty,
the mathematics subtle; natural philosophy deep ; moral
grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studio, in
mores. Nay, there is no stond or impediment in the wit but
may be wrought out by fit studies.

BACON (from The Essays)

POETRY AND MUSIC
Certain is it, that the great heights and excellency both
of poetry and music fell with the Roman learning and
empire, and have never since recovered the admiration
and applauses that before attended them: yet, such as they
are among us, they must be confessed to be the softest
and sweetest, the most general and most innocent amuse-
ments of common time and life. They still find room in the
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